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Wednesday, 26 February 2020 

 

 

Dear parents/guardians and students, 

 

I write to provide the following information in relation to the recent school ski tour to Lavarone in 

the Trentino region of Northern Italy. 

 

1. Ninety 2nd and 3rd year students, accompanied by nine teachers, travelled to Italy on 

Monday, 17 February 2020 and returned safely on Sunday, 23 February 2020. Reports 

indicate that the tour was a very enjoyable experience for the group and it means a great 

deal to the school that its students were widely-praised by Italian staff at both the hotel and 

ski resort for the excellence of their behaviour.  

 

2. The tour coincided with the outbreak of the coronavirus in certain regions in Northern Italy 

and this has given rise to very reasonable expressions of concern in recent days. 

 

3. I obtained the following advice from the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Department 

of Public Health (South East) yesterday afternoon: 

 

a. The area in which our students and staff stayed is unaffected by the coronavirus at 

this point in time  

b. No further action is required to be taken by the students or staff who travelled on 

the tour 

c. The Department of Public Health emphasises the importance of careful and 

frequent hand-washing as well as proper hygiene in relation to coughing and 

sneezing 

 

4. The school will co-operate fully with any public health advice provided by the HSE or 

Department of Public Health and will provide information to the full school community in 

a clear and timely manner. 
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5. Any specific health concerns should be addressed to your GP. General information in 

relation to the coronavirus may be obtained from the HSE website (www.hse.ie).  

 

6. I shall meet the staff and students involved in the ski tour this morning to convey in person 

the information contained in this letter. 

 

Please contact me if I can be of any further assistance in relation to this matter.  

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Billy O’ Shea, 

Principal. 


