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Wednesday, 18 March 2020 

 

 

Dear parents/guardians and students, 

 

I have been writing letters to parents, staff and students for many years now but never have I done 

so against a backdrop of such an emergency that now faces our country and world. Fear, worry, 

uncertainty have come together to provide an unprecedented challenge to each and every one of us 

in so many different ways.  

 

I have had several sleepless nights in recent times grappling with the enormity of the situation and 

have had to rely on the love and support of family and close friends to keep going. And that, in 

essence, is what we all have to do – keep going. This crisis will end at some stage and a degree of 

normality will slowly return. We will face serious challenges between now and then but, acting in 

solidarity with each other, we will prevail. 

 

I repeat the advice that continues to be given to us all: 

 

• Wash hands thoroughly and frequently 

• Sneeze and cough into our sleeve or a tissue and then dispose of the tissue safely 

• Keep all surfaces clean 

• Practise social distancing and avoid non-essential contact with people 

• Follow the advice and information given by reliable sources, primarily the HSE and 

national broadcasters 

• Avoid at all costs the fake news that exists on social media and never contribute to it 

• Use the vast array of technology that remains at our disposal to stay in contact with relatives 

and friends  

• Do everything possible to stay safe 

 

I want to make special appeals to our 810 students. You will have real concerns about the disruption 

to your education. Exam students, 6th years in particular, will be very anxious about the new 

arrangements that will have to be made for orals and practicals. Eventually, however, things will 
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slot into place. I appeal to you to remain as calm as possible until then and to concentrate on the 

revision of course material covered to date and to follow what teachers will send you by email in 

the coming weeks.  But I also appeal to you to support your parents and guardians at this time. 

They will have many worries and fears that they might not be comfortable talking about with you. 

Please show them love and understanding and try to help them in practical ways with the running 

of the house in the time ahead. I ask you to remember that your teachers will also have serious fears 

for themselves and their loved ones. Please understand that there may well be days when they 

simply cannot engage with you as teachers as their priorities will be with people in their own lives. 

You can help your teachers by offering the kind and encouraging word when in contact with them.  

You have often heard me say how proud I am of the generosity, commitment and understanding of 

Loreto students Now is the time to bring all of this to an even higher level. We need you. 

 

I turn now to a number of school-related matters. 

 

Transition Year 

 

The school tour information evening for parents/guardians scheduled for tomorrow, 19 March  

has been cancelled. 

 

The School Tour Company has advised us not to cancel our tour yet. That is not to say the tour 

will go ahead. It is obvious that it is impossible in this current climate. We are negotiating a 

partial refund and if the airlines cancel, this refund will be higher. Hence, it is in our interest to 

wait on the action of the airlines. Once a refund has been negotiated and secured we will be in 

contact with the families concerned. 

 
In the interest of the health and safety of students, families and the wider community, work 

experience has been cancelled. The students should contact their employers immediately to 

inform them. 

 

Teachers will contact Transition Year students in due course guiding them through work which 

they can do from home.  

If you have questions regarding any of the above, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Ms. 

Zimmermann at tycoordinator@loretowwexford.com 

Communication 

The school building is closed to staff and students until further notice. 

Our principal way of communicating with families will be the Letters to Families section of our 

website – www.loretowexford.com. I shall issue such letters when updates become available. 

Accordingly, please keep a close eye on the website in the coming weeks.  

 
 

 

I conclude as I started. Stressful and difficult times lie ahead. Worry will be everywhere. We have 

to unite like never before to get through this. Let us talk to each other. Lean on each other. Do what 

we are told and when we are told. Above all, love each other. Before too long, we will come out 

on the bright side. 
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Yours faithfully, 

Billy O’ Shea, 

Principal. 


