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Engineers week took place from the 2nd to the 8th of March this year and the TY students attended 
a wide range of STEM events online throughout the course of the week. One of these events was the 
"I Wish" virtual festival which took place on the morning of the 4th March. The event was hosted by 
Jacqui Hurley and the girls had an opportunity to hear many inspiring stories from women in STEM. 
 

 
  
Taoiseach Micheál Martin opened the event by explaining the need for more young girls to study 
STEM subjects. Many of the incredible speakers on the morning emphasised this message. Some of 
them included Anne O' Leary, CEO of Vodafone Ireland and Grace Goldrick, Finance Manager at 
Colgate. Both women spoke about their choice of career and how the male dominated world of 
STEM never prevented them from reaching their full potential at the top of their careers.  
 
Former President Mary Robinson then spoke about how important role models are to young girls 
and how her time in America inspired her to challenge political views here in Ireland. These were 
just some of the stand-out talks from the many female engineers and technology workers at the 
event.  
 
A keynote speaker, Caroline O' Driscoll, one of the founders of "I Wish", really summed up the 
morning. She stated that, despite the fact that the top 25 fastest growing jobs in Ireland all require a 
background in maths or science, only twenty-five percent of the STEM workforce are female. She 
told us that all it takes to increase that percentage is bravery. 
 

                           
 

The TY students thoroughly enjoyed the morning and discovered the many opportunities for girls in 
STEM. Some students had an extra special day with Heather O' Leary winning a brand new Fitbit for 
interacting with the event app.  



Our fellow Loreto Wexford transition year student, Sinéad O' Reilly, had a special part to play in the 
day as she read out her winning poem about women in science. After the amazing talk, we 
interviewed Sinéad about her winning poem and what she thought about STEM. Here's what she 
had to say about it: 
 

Interview with Sinéad: 
Q: How did you hear about the poetry competition? 
A:  I heard about the competition through an email Ms. Zimmermann sent out. 
  
Q: What inspired you to write the poem? 
A: The theme was dreams for the future. At first, I tried to think big, like world peace big, but then I 
decided to just be real and write about my personal dreams in life, and that spiralled outwards to  
eventually including the greater world as well. It just started as a list really. 
  
Q: Do you think you will work in the STEM industry when you're older? 
A: I don't see myself working in STEM, at the moment, no. I just don't think my brain is wired that 
way, I wish it was. I do like including science as a base for writing though, there's always something 
to blow your mind and get thoughts flowing. 
  
Q: Why do you think it's important that women should be encouraged to have a career in STEM? 
A: People have different experiences and things to bring to the table, regardless of gender. I think 
everyone should be able to access the things they have a passion for, and be looked at as individuals 
with unique possibilities. We cannot afford to miss out on what women can contribute to STEM. 
  
Q: Do you enjoy writing poetry? Why? 
A: I honestly don't know why I write poetry but it's a part of me. I cannot imagine being without it. 
The actual writing is a tiny fraction of it, poetry is a way of seeing the world and is such a help in 
making sense of things. I've also met some of my best friends through poetry. 
  
Sinéad's words were very inspiring and she has had many achievements with her amazing poetry in 
the past. We were very grateful to get her opinion on STEM and why poetry means so much to her. 
The I Wish Event was a very well organised and we thoroughly enjoyed it. A huge thank you to Ms. 
Zimmermann for allowing us to access the event. 
 
We leave you with Sinéad’s fabulous poem below. 
 

 



 
 
  
 


