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Report by Nicole Power 

Starting on March 1st, and continuing until March 10th, there has been several talks on the Irish 

film institute website, about many aspects of film such as acting, special effects, animation, 

stage makeup and lots more. 

Many of the people who gave these talks have worked on some of the films many of us love. 

Most notable and recognisable among them was, Robert Sheehan, the highly acclaimed star of 

Love/Hate and the Umbrella Academy. There were many names I had not heard of before, as 

they toil behind the scenes, working on the production of very famous films and TV series.  

Andy Clarke talked about his work doing special effects and his work on the film Brooklyn. He is 

currently working on a film called Outer Limits.  

Kayvon Damian Fard spoke about his work as a story artist. He has worked with Disney, Netflix, 

Hasbro, and Nickelodeon, animating tv series and films. Fionn Condren discussed his work on 

the Netflix drama The Winx Saga, and Lorna Mugan talked about her role as a costume designer 

for very some famous TV series such as Peaky Blinders and Normal People. 

Over the days of watching these talks, I learned so much about the many paths of life relating 

to film. I have a great appreciation for all who work on a film throughout its production. 

Without any one of these people, films would not be possible. A great example Andy Clarke 

gave, was when he described his and his team’s work on the special effects on Brooklyn. 

Brooklyn was actually filmed in Montreal as it would have been too expensive to shoot in New 

York. Andy added many features such as the Brooklyn bridge to the background, using special 

effects, to make it look like 1950s New York. Brooklyn would also not have been possible 

without fantastic costume design. 



Throughout the ten days of talks, I was provided with a variety of information about different 

aspects of film, that would really help direct and guide anyone interested in the industry. I 

attended talks from Robert Sheehan-actor, Andy Clarke-special effects artist, Kayvon Damian 

Fard- story artist, Fionn Condren-stunts, Lorna Mugan-costume designer, and Jessica Kiang-film 

critic. These talks are all recorded, so are still available to watch if you think you might like one 

of the topics discussed in this article.  

Overall, I am so grateful Ms. Zimmerman sent us an email regarding these workshops. I really 

think they are interesting and very enjoyable to watch. The speakers’ personalities really shine 

through, as the interviews are very informal and laid-back. I cannot recommend enough for 

people to check out these interviews and the Irish Film Institute’s website at www.ifischools.ie. 


