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Friday, 12 March 2021 
 
 
Dear parents/guardians and students,  
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well. 
 
I wish to provide you with the following information as well as a small reflective piece at the end 
that may be of help to some. 
 

1st, 2nd and 3rd year students 

 
Students in 1st, 2nd and 3rd years are asked to keep engaging with remote teaching and learning 
(RTL) over the coming fortnight in the run up to the Easter holidays. We cross our fingers that RTL 
will end on the happy occasion of students’ return to school from Monday, 12 April. 
 
We all know how difficult it is to keep RTL going over such a long period of time and, for this 
reason, I salute all students and staff for the huge efforts that have been made since 11 January. 
It is only proper to acknowledge with gratitude the support of so many parents/guardians in this 
process too. 
 
As ever, please continue to bring any difficulties to the immediate attention of the relevant 
teacher, Year Head or Deputy Principal. 
 

Transition Year (TY) students 

 
The next two weeks will be interesting for TY students as they embark upon a blend of work 
experience and online events, full details of which will be provided to students by the co-
ordinating teachers. 
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It is very important that students engaging in work experience remain compliant with all level 5 
and established Covid-19 preventive measures – mask-wearing, social distancing, hand-
washing/sanitising, respiratory etiquette, adherence to the 5 km limit, engagement in essential 
work, remote working where possible and the avoidance of congregating. They must never drop 
their guard in relation to these measures in their ongoing attempt to keep themselves, families, 
work and school communities safe and well. These points will be emphasised to students in a 
Teams assembly today.  
 
It must be clearly understood by students and their parents/guardians that work experience this 
year is not compulsory and that it should only be undertaken if all the above-mentioned points 
can be fulfilled. 
 
I wish to thank those TY students who have written so many superb articles on recent activities, 
all of which can be viewed in the TY section of our website. It is abundantly clear that students 
and their teachers are making an incredible effort to maximise the benefit to be gained from TY 
even under the severe Covid-19 restrictions that currently apply.  
 

5th year students 

 
We look forward to welcoming all 5th year students back to school on Monday, 15 March. 
 
Prior to their return, an online Return to School Form must be completed in respect of each 
student and submitted to Mr. McGinnity (Deputy Principal). He will be emailing all 5th year 
students about this matter.  
 
Upon their return, all 5th year students are asked to use classrooms on the top floor of the building 
at break and lunch times. The maximum capacity of each room at these times will be 10 students. 
 

Summer Assessments 

 
In next week’s letter to families, we will inform all students in 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th year of how their 
end-of-year school assessments will be conducted and reported to parents/guardians. 
 
In the meantime, it is very important that all students remain committed to their studies so that 
they will do full justice to themselves in these assessments.  
 

6th year students 

 
6th year students are completing their second week back in school and I am very pleased to report 
that all has gone safely and smoothly to date.  
 
They have until 18.00 on Tuesday next, 16 March to register on the Candidate Self-Service Portal 
(CSSP) for Leaving Certificate 2021. They have been provided with all the necessary information 
as to how to do this and they are most welcome to contact school staff if any assistance is 
required. 
 
 



Compliance with public health measures 

 
As the Covid-19 situation in the country continues to improve, it is essential that we all maintain 
high levels of compliance with public health measures. This is the best way of ensuring that our 
school will be in a position to re-open to all students from Monday, 12 April. 
 
In this regard, I feel obliged to remind students and families that parties and social gatherings are 
not permitted at present. The knock-on effects of one student becoming infected with Covid-19 
at such an event are potentially huge. We simply do not want to see onward transmission of the 
virus within the school community as a result of attendance at events like these. 
 
As we approach Leaving Certificate orals, practicals and written exams, 6th year students have a 
particular responsibility in this regard. 
 

Reflection 

 

 
 
 
Today marks the first anniversary of the day when Covid-19 entered our lives with a bang. It was 
on this day last year that then Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, stated that he needed to speak to us 
about Coronavirus and Covid-19. 
 
Within hours of his address to the nation - the first of many - schools and colleges around the 
country were closed, shops were packed, traffic jams were everywhere and a degree of fear and 
worry were beginning to take hold. Ireland’s first Covid-19 death had been reported the previous 
day and the World Health Organisation had just declared Covid to be a pandemic. Our lives 
changed at once and have not returned to normal since. 
 
On that day, Thursday, 12 March 2020, our school looked really well. It was a bright, crisp morning 
and we were hosting a Junior Cycle Training Day for teachers from across Co. Wexford. Students 
had a day free from school. We had placed about 70 vases of beautiful daffodils in common areas 
and offices throughout the building and a lovely morning break and lunch were ready for all 
teachers. 
 
Our best laid plans, however, quickly began to unravel around mid-day when the full impact of 
what the Taoiseach was saying in Washington began to dawn on people. The training day quite 
literally fell apart as participants were allowed leave to make all necessary arrangements ahead 
of the closing of their schools at 6 p.m. that evening. 
 



I do not propose to fill in the gaps of what has happened since then. What occurred locally, 
nationally and globally is known to us all. We each have our own story to tell. Many are filled with 
sorrow, loss, fear, loneliness, helplessness and despair. Other stories are uplifting as they feature 
memories of incredible kindness, thoughtfulness, self-sacrifice, bravery, devotion to duty, 
volunteerism and goodness. Truly, the worst of times revealed the best in so many people.  
 
What I would like to do, however, is to point towards the end of this dark tunnel and to focus on 
the light that will grow brighter with each passing day, once we continue to follow public health 
measures.  
 
Some thoughts that might help: 
 

• As we were suddenly closing schools this day last year, we are today re-opening them on 
a careful and phased basis 

 

• The horrors of the third Covid wave in Ireland have eased considerably as case numbers, 
hospitalisations and deaths continue to fall, even though they remain high in relation to 
first and second waves 

 

• We now have four different vaccines to combat the effects of the virus and there are 
more to come  

 

• Never in history have successful vaccines been developed as quickly 
 

• Many of the most vulnerable in society have already been vaccinated 
 

• The vaccines will eventually get to everyone – we just need to be patient for a while longer 
 

• Let’s rejoice at the brilliance of scientific minds and the positive power of the 
pharmaceutical companies that have made such vaccines possible 
 

• Shops, restaurants, personal services, pubs, hotels, construction, offices, tourism will re-
open in the coming months if we remain compliant with public health guidance 
 

• We have learned so much about information technology in recent times that will surely 
bring about improvements in our school, working and family lives into the future 
 

• We will be able to meet up with friends and family in a safe manner once again as the 
year unfolds 

 

• Let’s be proud of the many things that we got right as a country over the past 12 months 
 

• Let’s learn from our mistakes, accepting that on occasion speed of action trumped getting 
everything right 

 

• Let’s not be cruel in our discussions of where mistakes were made and by whom 
 



• Let us all realise that we can achieve great things by being united behind a common 
purpose, as we have shown repeatedly over the year   

 
By way of conclusion, I’d like to go back to the daffodil. No matter how cold, wet or windy the 
winter, this green and yellow gift of nature emerges from the ground each spring. It brings colour 
and hope at a time when nature is coming alive again after the many dark days of winter. 
 
For this reason, our school is full of daffodils once again this March to highlight the emergence of 
colour and hope after such a dark year dominated by the horrors of Covid-19. We long for the 
day, not far away, when we will all enjoy “dances with the daffodils”. 
 
William Wordsworth’s beautiful poem is a fitting and seasonal note on which to end this 
reflection. 
 



 
 
 



 
 

Please feel free to email me with any query/comment on any of the above points – 
principal@loretowexford.com 

 
 
A further letter to families will be issued next Friday. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Billy O’ Shea, 
Principal.  
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