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The week beginning the 18th of January, three TY students, Heather O'Leary, 

Nawal Naeem and Anoushka Nolan, received the opportunity to take part in a 

'STEM Entrepreneur' camp organised by WIT. The camp offered a unique 

experience to work with other students from within the South East region and to 

learn and put into practise the exciting elements of Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Maths (STEM) and Entrepreneurship.  

  

Each day the camp focused on a specific topic area within STEM and 

entrepreneurship.  Every day we had two interactive lectures.  The first lecture 

was regarding our chosen topic area for the day. The second lecture of the day 

was from a successful Irish entrepreneur, to hear their individual journeys and 

how they became an entrepreneur.  At the end of each day, we were put into 

groups of five to discuss and work on a project. 

  

For the first four days, every morning, we got a chance to meet with an 

entrepreneur, listen to their advice and about how they managed to be successful. 

We were also given the opportunity to ask them questions.  

 

On the first day we got to meet with Daniel Kyne. He is part of OpinionX and 

previously, Retroscope. He has attended events such as Startup Weekend which 

is supposed to be very enjoyable for anyone interested in entrepreneurship. 

His advice was to be okay with winging it and not really knowing what's going to 

happen., to have an open mind and be persistent and that any problem can be 

solved.  

 



On the second day we got a chance to meet with Marcus Naughton. He developed 

ConnectUL and studied law and economics in college.  

 

We then met Sandra Whelan who set up VR education. She got her inspiration 

from trying on a VR headset and seeing people around her using them. However, 

most people were using them for gaming. She felt that when this technology came 

out it was almost like it revolved around gaming and she felt that maybe we could 

learn from the VR headsets. VR education is a headset used for education 

purposes. You can be miles apart from your friends and still feel like you are in a 

classroom together, learning. This is especially beneficial for Covid times. 

Another inspiring thing she mentioned was that she was around 30 when she 

became an entrepreneur, so you don't have to start at a young age.  

 

The last guest we got to meet was a man called John Rellis. He is a WIT Graduate 

who works with service bots.  He studied applied electronics and communications 

software and would not count himself as an entrepreneur, but as someone who 

helps entrepreneurs.  

 

On the Friday we got a chance to experience pitching our product to a few 

entrepreneurs in a dragon's den style. This was beneficial to experience what it 

might be like to try and sell your product to an audience. 

 

Overall, we found the entrepreneur meetings inspirational and very beneficial. 

They helped to show us that anything is possible when you set your mind to it. 

  

  

  

 


