
CLOUGHJORDAN ECO-VILLAGE 

 

Report by Sophie Ennis  

Do you think you could live an almost completely environmentally friendly life? This was one of 

the questions TY students were asking themselves last week after learning about Cloughjordan 

Eco-Village in Co. Tipperary, as part of world earth week. Two of the residents paid a visit to our 

screens as they told us all about the village and everything they do to lead a completely 

sustainable life, from their buildings to sharing cars, this eccentric lifestyle is not suited to 

everyone. 

Each house is either built in a way that releases a minimum amount of carbon or built in a way 

that once completed, runs sustainably. The houses are heated with wood chips from a local 

saw- mill and are mostly architecturally designed. However, there are a small number of 

standard built houses with hopes of more in the future. Right now, there are 55 houses built in 

the area which also has its own outdoor auditorium, bakery, green enterprise centre, 

community farm, allotments for the residents, a wooded area for wildlife, a walk and even 

wildlife corridors where small animals and birds can walk freely around the village without the 

fear of pets, noise, or cars. 

Speaking of cars, many of the residents share a car as it makes them think how best to use their 

time and get all the shopping done in one trip. Clothes are often brought to the enterprise 

centre for a clothes swap rather than buying new ones, and residents often mend or upcycle 

their used ones.  

The local farmer gets requests from the village people on what to grow and in doing so 

everyone shares the crops once they are ready. However, if it is a bad crop year, rather than the 

farmer feeling the pressure of it, everyone takes the pressure and put simply, just has a little bit 

less of the crop. The local baker has his own subscription sourdough service whereby freshly 

baked bread is dropped off at resident’s houses. The outdoor allotments and orchard are 

shared with the wildlife meaning that no pesticides are used, and animals can have what they 

like while the outdoor auditorium is often used for concerts and shows that seat 300 people. 

The Cloughjordan Eco-village is making huge strides against climate change by altering their 

lifestyles, so why shouldn’t we? You can make small changes by upcycling your own clothes and 



taking shorter showers and perhaps have a wildlife corner in your own garden. Remember, 

Little steps make a huge difference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


