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Dear parents/guardians and students,  

 

Today marks the completion of two weeks since our school re-opened to all students. Thankfully, all 

has gone well to date and I am very keen to acknowledge the great support and diligence of both 

staff and students in this regard. 

 

In a further attempt to ensure that we can safely navigate the next five weeks, I respectfully bring 

the following points to your attention: 

 

• Some students continue to come to school despite feeling unwell in the morning. This must 

stop. The requirement is for a student to stay at home if unwell. We do not want to see the 

onward transmission of any illness, particularly Covid-19, to others in the school community. 

 

• Latest Covid-19 case numbers point to a significant rise of positive tests in the 13-18 age 

cohort. A primary reason for this is increased socialising. Accordingly, I must seek your full 

support in ensuring that your household respects all public health guidelines in relation to 

social gatherings and events. Put simply, we must avoid any setting that could pose a danger 

to our households and eventually to our school.  

 

• There is a very thin line between a school being Covid-free and one having to deal with the 

serious fallout from positive cases. Experience in schools in Letterkenny and Nenagh this 

week highlights the serious consequences of school outbreaks – illness of students and staff, 

mass testing, many having to self-isolate or restrict movements for up to two weeks, full or 

partial school closure. We are less than seven weeks away from Leaving Certificate written 

examinations. None of us want to see our 6th year students having to deal with the 

consequences of a Covid-19 outbreak during this critical period for them. 

 

There is great hope for the coming months, based primarily on a widespread vaccination roll-out. 

We all long for better days and the gradual easing of restrictions. Until we get to that point, we must 

maintain our vigilance and do all that we can to keep this virus out of our school. 

 

Thank you so much for your efforts to date. A final push will get us safely through! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Billy O’ Shea, 

Principal. 

Est. 1866   


