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On the 13th, 14th and 23rd of September, TY’s went on a Science/Geography trip to Secret 

Valley Farm in Clonroche.  This was a fun and fascinating trip that the year group thoroughly 

enjoyed.  

The focus of this trip was ecology, the study of how living things interact with their environment 

and each other.   

We conducted habitat studies and investigated the adaptations of various insects, plants and 

animals. 

The first activity we conducted was collecting and identifying insects.  We used instruments 

such as pooters, sweep nets and beating trays to collect the organisms.  Once an insect had 

been collected, an identification key was used to determine its species.  Spiders, slugs and 

woodlouse were just some of the insects we came across. 

Our next activity was investigating abiotic (non-living) factors across the habitat.  We split into 

groups and each group measured the factors at their station.  These included light intensity, air 

temperature, soil temperature, soil humidity and soil pH.  

Next each group identified the different types of plants growing in their area.  After completing 

this, the groups compared their findings  and also considered how the abiotic factors influenced 

these results.  For example, sheltered areas with low light intensities were likely to have a 

limited population of plants. 



The event of the day was definitely our final activity when we examined the adaptations of 

various invertebrates and vertebrates.  The invertebrates included a cockroach, a millipede, a 

snail and a tarantula. Some brave students took the opportunity to hold the cockroach and 

millipede in their hands and let the tarantula walk across their clipboards.   

The vertebrates included a hedgehog, a brown rat, a European rabbit and a snake.  Many were 

eager to hold the snake, but some weren’t so keen.   However, learning about the adaptations 

of these organisms was just as interesting.  Did you know that a hedgehog has muscles on its 

belly that allow it to curl into a ball for protection?  Or that a rat has a hairless tail for thermal 

regulation? 

Those who will choose to study biology next year will find this trip especially helpful and it will 

act as their Leaving Cert Ecology trip.  Either way, the trip to Secret Valley Farm was undeniably 

an enjoyable day out for all. 

 

 

 


