
   
 

   
 

Bank of Ireland Money Smarts Challenge 

Report by Orla Banville 

 

On Wednesday the 9th of March, twelve Transition Year students competed in Bank of Ireland’s 

annual Money Smarts Challenge.  The Money Smarts Challenge is essentially a table quiz with 

questions that are based around financial literacy.  The quiz takes place virtually and is open to 

schools all around the country.  The team that places first in the quiz will win an incredible 

€15,000 for their school. 

In January, Ms. Smyth sent an email about the quiz to TYs.  Twelve girls volunteered to take 

part in the quiz and upon our first meeting, we were split into three teams of four.  Then each 

team member was allocated with two PowerPoints.  Each PowerPoint contained content that 

would be important to know for the quiz. 

The quiz content is focused on the six pillars of financial wellbeing: Spending & Saving, Earning 

& Income, Credit & Debit, Investing, Risk & Protection and Financial Decision Making.  It is not 

your typical general-knowledge table quiz, and the content required some study.  Ms. Smyth 

taught us how to calculate interest, a skill that would be needed for the quiz. 

Over the next two months, we met regularly with Ms. Smyth to practice for the quiz.  In the 

early days, we tested our knowledge through Kahoot quizzes and practice questions, similar to 

what would appear on the real quiz.  Then, we answered questions from the Money Smarts 

Challenge 2021 to practice. 

On the day of the quiz, we met in Ms. Smyth’s classroom at 9.30 am.  Before the quiz, we 

attended a webinar hosted by Bank of Ireland.  The webinar centered on financial wellbeing 

and how to be smart with your money.  We were told that the webinar would include some 

information that would help us with the quiz later that day.  It was hosted by James Patrice who 

interviewed celebrity guests such as sport star, Anna Geary.   

The quiz began at 10.30 am and had five rounds with six questions each.  Unfortunately, none 

of our teams made it through to the National Grand Final, but it was a fun day regardless.  The 

quiz really allowed us to test our financial knowledge and mathematical skills as many of the 

questions required calculations. 



   
 

   
 

Thanks to Ms. Smyth for all her help in preparing us for the quiz and for getting us involved in 

the BOI Money Smarts Challenge 2022.  

 

 


