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Since 1918, all women over the age of thirty were given the 

right to vote. In 1922 the Irish Free State was founded. 

From 1973 onwards, married women in Ireland had the 

right to keep their employment. The Good Friday 

Agreement was signed in 1998. All of these are important 

events in Irish history caused by civilians who challenged 

the way that the world worked. They changed the history of 

our country. These people are barristers. These are trained diplomats who work to achieve 

justice for all. 

For the past few years, the Bar of Ireland 

have been providing a law program for 

Transition Year students. The aim of this 

program is to make young people aware 

of the work of the Bar and the 

importance of it. Throughout the five 

modules, all consisting of 5 or 6 chapters, 

students are welcomed into the world of 

law. The course is taught by many 

barristers. The barristers speak about their own stories of being ‘Called to the Bar’, the creation 

of law and how the law and judicial system is applied to everyday life in Ireland. Many topics of 

law are covered in this course, for example: civil law, criminal law and the connection between 

law and the media. You learn about the importance of law and justice in modern society and 

how the use of law can better people’s lives. You will also learn about the life of a barrister.  

You are given a video tour of the King's Inn in Dublin, along with a brief history of the college. 

After each chapter your learning is assessed in short quizzes with questions on the current topic 

you are studying. Examples of different court cases throughout history are used to bring the 

subject matter to life. This course greatly improved my understanding of the world of law, 

letting me see through the eyes of those administering justice.  

Throughout the few weeks that I have been completing this program I have learned so much. I 

have seen how life changing a legal profession can be to others, and how rewarding it can be 



helping others for a living. One thing that really stuck out to 

me was in the beginning of the course, the Irish Chief Justice 

said, that to succeed in life you must have a mind open to 

change. This means being strong enough to change your mind, 

to admit when you are wrong, and most importantly to have 

the strength to challenge tradition and the way that things 

work. You can do this by asking questions and defending what 

you believe in. Even when you are wrong, by changing your 

mind you know that you have learned.  

In doing this course not only did I improve my knowledge of the law, but I also learned of the 

importance of diplomacy. Learning about how important the legal system is to society and how 

you could change somebody’s life by simply representing them in court and fighting their case. 

A career in law is an extremely rewarding career, not only for yourself but also for those that 

you help. This course has opened my eyes to the world of law and has shown me a new 

meaning to diplomacy. 


