
Professions Week  

  

Report by Clara Murphy  
  

On Tuesday 15th of March and Wednesday 16th of March the TY students were 
lucky enough to be visited in school by a huge range of inspirational people 
from different professions who came in to discuss their occupation, how they 
got to where they are today and many other interesting facts about their 
everyday life.  
  

Many of the visitors were part of the schools Past Pupils Union so it was great 
for the students to see such inspiring former students of Loreto go on to 
achieve incredible things.    
  

On Tuesday, the students were joined by Aoife Caulfield who discussed her 
work in finance, Karl Fitzpatrick from the Rotary Club who provided a 
motivational talk about entrepreneurship, Dr. Mark Grannell who gave the 
students a real insight into the life of a general surgeon, Michelle Grannell who 
provided a fascinating talk around midwifery, Katie Jane Moore who talked 
about her career in Montessori, Karen McHugh and Cassie who spoke about a 
career in care, Kerrie Wickham who discussed her experience as principal at 
Saplings school and Cait Sheil who joined us to speak to the TY students about 
working in the huge technology company “Oracle.”    
  

The keynote speaker who joined us through Zoom for Tuesday 15th was past 
pupil Eleanor Hayes Meritt who also works for Oracle. Eleanor was named one 
of the top fifty most influential women in technology in America. She has 
inspired so many people including the fortunate members of our TY group!    
   
On Wednesday, the TYs were joined by Catherine Anglin who talked on behalf 
of finance in Google, Colonel Mairead Murphy who joined us on Zoom to 
discuss the life of working in the army and being the female director of the 
Irish Defence Forces medical branch, Sarah Jane Doyle who spoke to the 
students about equestrian coaching and living, Mary Doyle-Kent an inspiring 
engineer and lecturer, Olga Hussey who enlightened the girls with an insight 
into being a drama teacher, Tony Ryan who provided a talk on music as a 
career and being a music teacher, Chris Nolan the owner/director of 
venuesworld.com, Fiona Gainfort who spoke about being a hair/beauty 
business owner and Louise Fanning who gave a talk to the whole year about 
her interesting life as a female prison officer.    



The keynote speaker who joined us for Wednesday 16th was Carmel Harrington 
who came into the PE hall and spoke to the entire year about her struggles 
with confidence and how she grew to be as influential as she is today. Carmel 
gifted the grateful students of TY with a full set of signed books which are now 
in the school’s library. Thank you, Carmel!  
  

The TY students heard from such a wide variety of encouraging, amazing 
people who have accomplished so much in their careers. We are grateful to all 
the speakers that gave up their time over the two days and hopefully some of 
this years TY students will have to opportunity to come back to Loreto in the 
future to share our career highlights.  
  
  

    


