
                    Hosting The German Exchange Students!  

By Jessica Byrne, Emma Daly and Lena Kaltenbrunner. 

 

On Monday 19th September, the group of German exchange students arrived outside Loreto at around 4pm, following a 

flight from Zurich. Here, each student got greeted and collected by their own host family. We brought my German 

student back to our house and once she had settled in, we ate a traditional Irish roast dinner. I also brought her to my 

dance class, where she was allowed to sit and watch us perform, which she enjoyed.   

On Tuesday, the German students started exploring Wexford! Their first trip was the historic Dunbrody Famine ship 

tour. On this very sunny morning, they travelled down to Hook Lighthouse. After school, I brought my German exchange 

student to Kilmore Quay for a walk around the traditional Irish fishing village, which was very lovely for my German 

student as she lives 8 hours from the coast! Then, we went to a traditional Irish pub to sample some local food. 

          

On Wednesday morning, all the German students and a few Irish students took a trip to the Irish National Heritage Park. 
It was very interesting for all the students from Germany, as they learned about the story of human settlement in 
Ireland. Then, we took a trip down to Johnstown Castle, where we walked around the grounds of the stunning castle. 

We saw the lakes and many peacocks. During the evening, we met up with another host family and their student.  

On Thursday, the German students came to classes with us to experience what the school life is like here in Ireland. The 

students even got to sit in on an Irish lesson too. In the afternoon, all the German students and their partners went 

down into Wexford town (in-between the rain showers!) to go on a tour arranged by some students in Loreto. They 

were shown places of interest such as the Bullring and various statues. It was a great day, enjoyed by all those taking 

part!  

On Friday, all the German students went on a day trip to Avondale Forest Park and Dublin City for some shopping! As 

there were a few places left on the bus, a few lucky Loreto girls got to go along too. The students got to experience the 

tree top walk and explore Dublin city. Everyone had lots of fun! 



 

 

Over the weekend, the German students got up to various different fun activities arranged by their host partners! For 

example... 

 

On Saturday morning, we made a traditional Irish breakfast for my German exchange student. In the afternoon, we 

went bowling with all the girls from the exchange, followed by a tour of Wexford Town. We also went for a bite to eat at 

a local restaurant where we relaxed and got to know each other as a group, which was very enjoyable. We came back 

home to play cards and watch TV.  

On Sunday, we brought our student into town to get hot chocolate, and then we went to the cinema to watch a movie! 

My student in particular really likes history and so in the afternoon we went to John F. Kennedy Park to walk around the 

gardens and learn a bit about it. We talked loads and then we also showed her Carrigfoyle Quarry. We then went out for 

dinner in a restaurant in Wexford town. 

On Monday, we said goodbye to our students after they experienced a traditional Irish music session, performed by 

some very talented Loreto students, and a quiz organised by members of the TY German class, evaluating what the 

students had learned during their week in Ireland. A very enjoyable week was had by all those hosting, and the students 

themselves. We asked Lena, a German student, about what she found best about the week she had in Ireland... 

 

Lena Kaltenbrunner - “Auf die Frage, was mir am Besten am Irland – Austausch gefallen hat, habe ich keine Antwort! 

Mir hat Alles gefallen von der Natur, die wir beispielsweise am ‘Hook Head Peninsula’ bewundern konnten. Dort sind wir 

durch die Klippen, teils gelaufen und viel Teils geklettert. Bis hin zu unserem Aufenthalt auf dem ‘Dunbrody Famine 

Ship,’ der mir sehr gut gefallen hat.” 

 

 

 

 


