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Beats, in association with Learning Waves, had been planning a media week for TY students 

who are interested in the art of content creation, and I had the opportunity to be a part of this 

amazing event. The event was for students in the South-east of Ireland and eleven other lucky 

pupils took part in this week. We were all given information about the event through our 

wonderful TY coordinators and the description of the event compelled us all to apply in the 

hopes of possibly being accepted.... 

‘During the week-long program students will gain lots of technical skills along with creating 

content that’ll be shared across Beat’s platforms – on air and online!  In addition to this, 

students will get to meet all the people who work in Beat and will have the opportunity to view 

the radio from the 'inside out'.  Furthermore, students will be given access to the Learning 

Waves Learning Hub where they can learn more about the radio landscape in Ireland.  A key 

focus of the week will be encouraging students to understand where content comes from, how 

it is created and how it can be verified.  In addition to all of this, students will have great fun will 

get the opportunity to meet other TY students from across the South East. ‘  



Applications were taken through online forms to be accessed by everybody, where we had to 

write about ourselves and any ideas, we had that we would like to share as a story. The 

deadline for this form was the 14th of September and we began the week on the 17th of 

October. I didn’t even expect to get into this program in all honesty, the level of standard for 

applications seemed extremely high and I didn’t believe I was qualified enough to be a part of 

it. However, low and behold, I got a call from Beat telling me that I had been accepted. I was 

over the moon after hearing the news and I could hardly wait for all that it would offer. 

After being accepted, I received a few emails about what I'd be doing and where I'd be going so 

that I could prepare accordingly. Beat’s learning hub is situated in Waterford, the days would 

normally begin at 9.30am and be over at 4.30pm, so I often had to leave a bit earlier than usual 

to make it there on time. 

 

Day 1. 

The first day was an interesting one to say the least! 

My day began by waking up at 7am and wondering what I should and shouldn’t bring and who I 

would talk to. The 55-minute car ride to the broadcast station was filled with emotions of 

worry, excitement and adrenaline. I wasn’t too sure what this day would hold for me and what 

I'd be doing during the week, so my curiosity was at an all-time high. As my parents parked the 

car I rushed outside as I saw what seemed to be one of the fourth years that would be with me.  

The broadcast center was a very cozy place. It was built in a way that gave it a modern 

appearance and it seemed to always have sunlight shining through the blinds, or maybe that 

was because of the smiling faces that illuminated the room as they saw us walk in. I guess I'll 

never know. As I followed the other fourteen TY students to the boardroom, I saw all the lovely 

faces smiling with excitement as we walked past. One of them even wished us good luck, which 

was kind of worrying because it made me feel like I was heading off into battle, but it was quite 

nice of them!  

Speaking of nice, the students with me were quite lovely. They were all very funny and nice 

people, they seemed very laidback, so it was rather easy to get along with them. Fourteen 

students from over sixty students had been chosen for this program and I was lucky enough to 

be accepted. I couldn’t wait to spend the next few days with these interesting characters; I was 

sure there’d never be a boring moment. 

The day began with Jessica Ni Martin, one of the speakers, explaining to us what we’d be doing. 

A PowerPoint presentation was played, and then the CEO of Beat, Gabrielle came in. She was a 

very educated woman who spoke about the origin of Beat and how it progressed from a small 



advertisement to South East’s very own broadcast for teens. She spoke of our target 

demographic and what we’d be doing leading up to the end of the week. During this time, we 

all got to learn about each other by playing a few ice breaker games. Although everyone was 

still a bit shy, I could start seeing some of them break out of their shells. After a five minute chat 

amongst ourselves, Jessica kindly showed us around the building, and we got to meet speakers 

and learn about the behind the scenes of broadcasting. Funnily enough, we got to see the 

presenters speaking on air and even managed to see Jessica fade out music accidentally during 

the program!  

After a twenty minute break we got to speak with Dean, who spoke of his own experiences 

working at Beat. Dean highlighted the importance of reliable sources, fact checking, the training 

needed for news reports and the consequences of not properly researching topics. He also 

spoke of funny mishaps and problems he’s witnessed after working in Beats for 3 years as a 

sports news director. Jessica and Dean had some hilarious banter that made the whole 

presentation even more interesting, and at the end we had time to ask Dean some questions 

about his career in Beat. 

After a break at the 5-star Michelin KFC, we all came back to begin brainstorming ideas for our 

segments. It was this week that we had to come up with a solid story that could be reported 

about for seven minutes or more for next Monday’s Beat broadcast. It was a daunting task, but 

we were split into pairs to make it less terrifying. Jessica helped us throughout the day by 

providing us with possible interviews we could conduct through Beat links and we were able to 

prepare some questions for possible interviews. Before the day was over, we also began 

brainstorming for possible TikTok video ideas to promote this year’s media week. Fortunately 

for us, the recording process was to begin later so we didn’t have to worry about coming up 

with something on the spot. 

All-in-all this was a great beginning to a fantastic week that lay ahead of me. While being one of 

the only ‘Wexicans’ was a little scary at the start, I soon enough eased into my role in the group 

as funny, charming, smart, pretty etc.etc... main character in the group! No, but all jokes aside, I 

cannot wait to continue working in Beat for the next four days. The other students have been 

lovely and the staff have been nothing but  bundles of sunshine! My first day is an indicator that 

the next few days will be a LOT of fun. 



 

 



Day 2. 

 This day was one of my favorite days during the whole week. It was incredibly interactive and 

exciting to take part in. 

The morning started off in a lovely manner. Seadhna, one of the students, played her lovely 

ukulele for us in the morning and we all sang along to Mr. Sunshine for a fun beginning to our 

day. 

I think today should have been called TikTok Tuesday because it's all we did! We learned a 

TikTok with the help of one of the workers there, Ellie, and performed it for the Beat TikTok. 

While it was a little diminishing for my street rep, it was quite fun in its own way. I had the 

chance to mess around with some of my friends and it helped us better bond with one another. 

So, for now, I'll rate it a 6/10. 

After a break, we got back and met Megan. This was when we were going to do our voxxes. 

While I had no idea what they were, I soon came to realize.  Basically, we’d go around to a 

public place and ask the opinion of people who were there about what they thought of X, Y and 

Z... My group and I prepared some questions to ask in preparation of our teacher segment and 

got ready to face the world. We went to Ardkeen and started asking around. While we did get 

rejected many, MANY times, we also managed to snag some good interviews. Coincidentally, 

we managed to interview retired teachers, which proved to be an incredibly useful and great 

source of information. Eventually, we got six interviews, however, unfortunately not everyone 

was as lucky, so we all decided to get some more interviews in the broadcast center. 

After our final break of the day, eating in the lovely Tesco café, we got to learn how to edit our 

voxxes. Jessica brought us into a working space where we had access to computers and 

headphones. Here, she taught us how to edit clips and recordings in Adobe Editor. This was 

again, incredibly enjoyable. I felt very professional editing my clips and it felt so handy to learn 

how to use such a program because I know it would prove useful later. That put an end to the 

second day. 

I really enjoyed today. If I could do it all again I would! I cannot wait to see what the rest of the 

week has in stock for me. 



 

 



Day 3. 

The third day was packed with many interesting speakers. 

In the morning, Killian came to speak with us about social media, and the importance it plays in 

marketing and advertising Beat. During this talk, he showed us funny and entertaining TikToks 

that were made by the social media team to attract more consumers. He demonstrated the 

importance of following trends, yet also remaining true to your brand through all the different 

posts that were recently made by the company. He then gave us an activity to complete; we 

had to make our own TikToks that would be posted to Beat TikTok. The TikTok could be 

something either trendy or educational, and naturally, many people went with a trendy and fun 

video style.  Everyone was split into groups of two and three and we had 35 minutes to find and 

make a TikTok. My team and I ran around the center trying to find out what we were going to 

do.  Eventually, we got the idea of using an audio and having popular presenters appear in it as 

a joke. At the end of the 35 minutes, everybody came together to watch the TikToks. My 

personal favorites were the ‘never let them know your next move’ and ‘country music’ TikToks, 

they were fun to laugh at! 

After a 20-minute break in the canteen, we came back to the board room for a talk with Kileen 

about social media and law. This talk, spanning over an hour, included different situations we 

may be put in and where the legality lies in them. It was an interesting talk with a mix of online 

safety, politics and crime all in one. At the end of the online talk, we had the chance to ask 

some questions and we’d get responses. Along with this, Kileen looked at the legal sides of our 

7 minute segments to make sure that we wouldn’t get in trouble any time soon. 

After another break, we came back in to finish editing our voxx interviews. We used adobe 

editor and had the chance to sit in our pair at desks from different workers, such as Shona. 

During this time many students also recorded interviews with public figures relative to what 

they were writing about. For my team however, our interview was to be completed tomorrow 

so we had all the time in the world to edit our interviews. 

Lastly, we had the fantastic opportunity of seeing a professional live interview take place in the 

center. It was incredibly interesting and dove into politics. It shocked me how easily presenters 

could come up with such interesting answers, and it shocked me even more how quickly the 

interviewee would respond with something logical and confident. This was probably one of my 

most favorite parts of the day. It was incredibly interesting to see an interview happen live and I 

would love to see more of it. 

In conclusion, today was another great day. I had the chance to talk to more people from the 

group and to listen to some very valuable and educational talks that would be of great use for 

me in the future. 



 

 



Day 4. 

Thursday was by far the most hectic day. Today we had our certificate ceremony taking place at 

6, and we had to start recording our links for our segments. 

My partner and I were under a bit of pressure today because we still needed to get an interview 

with a teacher. Unfortunately, the teachers we tried to interview the days before were 

unavailable, so we had to rush to get somebody. After a few emails and phone calls, we 

managed to get a principal from a Gaeltacht school to interview. Now the main problem was 

getting a recording studio. Today was so busy that it was near impossible to get a studio, all of 

them were filled by presenters and we had no choice but to wait until they were finished. My 

group and I went down 4 or 5 times to the studio but couldn’t get a place due to the number of 

presenters running in and out.  Thankfully, Jess managed to force us into a room to record our 

interview and we had a lovely time chatting to Sean, the principal. 

Now, all of this would have been fine and dandy, had we not had a deadline to meet that day. 

Gabriel, the CEO, wanted us to have the best minute of our segment cut and ready to be 

presented by 3 pm for our ceremony, and it was already 2.30 after we finished our interview. 

To make matters worse, all the previous voxxes we had edited the day before had been lost, so 

we also needed to edit them again. There was a lot of fumbling around, and, with some help 

from the lovely Kileen, we managed to get the first minute of our interview ready for the 

presentation. While there was a lot of stress, there was a positive side. While we waited in the 

studio for our interview, we had the chance to listen to Dean present the news on air. Seeing 

how quickly he changed from laid back to serious while live was interesting to see, and             

watching him read on live really puts a face to the name.  

Finally, to end this day we had a chance to talk to Shauna_the_Sheep. Shauna is a TikTok 

influencer from Ireland who has amassed over 500 thousand followers. We had the chance to 

have an interactive QnA with her about her job as an influencer and had a fantastic time talking 

to her. She was incredibly sweet and funny and the virtual discussion was very useful for those 

who plan on entering careers in content creation. 

Luckily, everybody had the chance to go on an hour-long break for food at 5 before we had to 

go back for the broadcast center. Most of the group went to Super Macs and we had a lovely 

time enjoying the fried chicken and pizza. (To be honest, I'm not really sure about the pizza 

part, one of us was not happy with it and ended up spilling the food accidentally!)  

Finally, it was ceremony time! All the parents, staff and teachers had arrived and we had a 

lovely photographer take some pictures of us as a group. We also got the chance to enjoy some 

lovely cake and food, and we met Teresa, the CEO of Learning Waves who made this all 

possible. Gabriel then presented everybody and their segments. All the groups went up and 



spoke a bit about their project and we then listened to their favourite minute of each group’s 

segment. The day ended with some lovely Beat party bags that had books, pens, keychains, 

sunglasses etc. It was an incredible day and while there were a few hiccups on the road, it was 

quite pleasant.         

 



 

Day 5. 

I could not believe that today was the last day of our media week and I had no idea what today 

would hold for me. 

In the morning we were told that we’d get to meet Leo Varadkar! Leo was coming in for an 

interview with WLR FM and was going to come down for five minutes to visit us. We were told 

by Jess that we’d only get to ask two questions, so we all did our best to find some questions to 

ask. After a process of elimination, we had gotten two questions ready to ask him. Now came 

the part where we decided who would ask him, to be honest, I was quite tired this morning 

from yesterday’s ceremony, and I didn’t think I'd be up for the job but low and behold, I got 

picked by Jess. At the start I wasn’t all that worried, but I began to feel the pressure when 

everyone else seemed worried for me. Staff came in and out of the room, fixing things, 

changing posters, magically changing clothes and worrying about making a good impression. By 

then I started to worry about what I was going to say too. After half an hour, we got told that 

he’d be waiting downstairs and we hurried down to meet him. An area for pictures had been 

set up and we all got into position as he came out of the recording room. As he did, swarms of 

people followed and the noises of pictures being taken alarmed me. Jess quickly pushed 

through the crowd so that I could ask him my questions. My first question was related to the 

future Leaving Cert, however, my most important question was related to politician band 

groups and who Leo would like to drum along with. The exchange ended just as quickly as it 



started, but it was a surreal experience. Before Leo left, we had even managed to snap a quick 

Be-Real picture with him.  Thank you to Beat for giving us this chance to talk to him! 

After the interview, I was told to go to Dave Cronin for an hour.  Here my friends and I had the 

chance to see what it’s like being a presenter for Beat breakfast.  He also let me speak on air for 

the goss, and we all had the chance to shout a little ‘whoop whoop’ for the radio.  I really, really 

enjoyed speaking on air. It made me feel like I was a part of the staff, and it really boosted my 

confidence.  It felt nice to know that there were people from the Southeast listening to us and I 

felt this sense of pride while doing it. 

Following this, two other students and I were told to go record a vlog for the Beat 102 103 

feedback video. This vlog made us answer questions about our week, our favorite parts and our 

expectations of the week. It lasted for around 10 minutes and would be edited by the staff and 

put together with everyone else’s vlogs. 

Our last two hours were spent editing our segments and making sure they were quite literally 

pitch perfect before they were sent on to Jess to be uploaded. For some, this was some of the 

most stressful hours of their lives, with many missing files, broken audios and corrupted videos. 

It was incredibly frustrating for everyone to remove and add things in, however, in the end it all 

turned out well.  Hopefully, you’ll be able to catch everyone’s segments on Monday the 24th of 

October on the Beat 102 103 podcast website. Go listen to everyone's because they all put in so 

much work into these projects and deserve the recognition. 



 



 

 

And so ended TY media week, with smiles on our faces, and sunshine in our pockets, we were 

out the door. I want to thank Jess, Gabriel, Teresa, the Beat staff and my TY coordinator for 

giving me such a lovely opportunity to be part of this week. This was such a fun experience and 

one I'll never forget. I’ve learned so many skills and have met so many people because of the 

program, my confidence has grown and so has my belly after all the food I ate.  Thank you to 

the staff for putting up with everyone’s antics. This was an unforgettable and inspiring week 

that I will keep in my heart for a very, very long time. To any future TY students reading this, 

please, PLEASE just fill the application out! You never know who’ll you meet and what you’ll do! 

There are so many possibilities, and this is one that will 100000% help you if you take the 

chance. The world is your oyster and Beat 102 103 is your bed, make those connections and get 

ready to face the big vast ocean! Thank you so much for reading :) 

 



 

 

LINKS: 

14 students from across the South East take part in TY Media Week at Beat | 

Beat102103.com 

Your Music Now! The biggest radio station in the South East of Ireland. | Beat102103.com (To 

listen back to everyone’s segments!) 

https://twitter.com/LeoVaradkar/status/1583395620097622016?s=20&t=0t11XXL89gHpVkbud

MPg4A   (Original tweet!) 

 

https://www.beat102103.com/beat/14-students-from-across-the-south-east-take-part-in-ty-media-week-at-beat-1031876
https://www.beat102103.com/beat/14-students-from-across-the-south-east-take-part-in-ty-media-week-at-beat-1031876
https://www.beat102103.com/podcasts/
https://twitter.com/LeoVaradkar/status/1583395620097622016?s=20&t=0t11XXL89gHpVkbudMPg4A
https://twitter.com/LeoVaradkar/status/1583395620097622016?s=20&t=0t11XXL89gHpVkbudMPg4A

