
Presentation of 5,160 euro cheque to Jessica Murphy of 

Focus Ireland 

By Malavika Manoj 

 

On Friday the 18th of November, Loreto’s TY students had the opportunity to meet with 

Jessica Murphy, a representative of Focus Ireland. Jessica wanted to thank TYs personally 

for raising almost 5200 euro in their Shine a Light sleepout on October 14th 2022.  

The Shine a light festival, supported by Bord Gáis Energy, is an important fundraising 

event completed by students and businesses alike, to help raise money for the 

homelessness crisis in Ireland. With over 100 business leaders, 400 corporate and 300 

community supporters taking part in the sleepout, Focus Ireland set a fundraising target 

of 1.5 million. 

Loreto TYs took to the sleepout challenge and helped raise over €5,000. To show her 

gratitude, Jessica Murphy from Focus Ireland came to receive the check and to thank the 

students for all their hard work. Jessica congratulated the students and gave a powerful 

talk about the importance of what these students had just achieved through their 

fundraising, stating ‘not many businesses would even raise this much money for the 

cause’ and that ‘the money raised today would greatly benefit the organization to help 

people that need it’. The importance of fundraising was highlighted numerous times 

throughout her speech, and we were incredibly lucky to have the chance to meet her. 

What TY students have achieved is nothing short of amazing. Spending a night in the 

life of a homeless person is no easy feat, and Jessica herself said that not many people 

would do what the TY students did. 

While over 15,000 volunteers spent the night of October 14th  sleeping outside, 

homeless people spend every day like that. Unlike the students who had the 

opportunity to go back home and sleep in their warm cozy beds, these people live every 

day of their lives in constant hardship. All of us are lucky to be in the position we are in 

now, but remember, that homelessness can strike anybody, and that even the simple 

action of providing a bit of change, or sharing your lunch, can help change someone’s 

life. 



Thank you to Jessica Murphy for coming to our school and speaking to us, it was an 

absolute honor to meet you. We hope that this won’t be the last meeting we’ll have in 

relation to Focus Ireland, and we’ll continue to do our best in playing our part for this 

community. 
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