
 

 

Recommended books for Christmas 2022 

 
Two student members of our “Wellread Literacy Committee” have 

compiled a comprehensive list of books that they would recommend 
for their peer group throughout the school. 

A variety of genres and levels of difficulty of text are represented in 
the reviews to suit different tastes and levels of literacy. 

We hope that you find this list helpful when choosing a book to 
include in your daughter’s Christmas present this festive season. 

 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas. 

 

Sincere thanks to Heidi Rowlands and Molly Holden (5th year) for all 
their hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Summer I Turned Pretty 

Written by Jenny Han, this book follows the story of teenager; Belly. 
Belly measures her life in summers. Everything good, everything 
magical happens between the months of June and August. Winters are 
simply a time to count the weeks until the next summer, a place away 
from the beach house, away from Susannah, and most importantly, 
away from Jeremiah and Conrad. They are the boys that Belly has 
known since her very first summer—they have been her brother figures, 
her crushes, and everything in between. But one summer, one terrible 
and wonderful summer, the more everything changes, the more it all 
ends up just the way it should have been all along. A fantastic book for 
fans of ‘To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before’. 

 

 

The Hate U Give 

Written by Angie Thomas, this award-winning novel follows Starr. Sixteen-year-

old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 

lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance 

between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of 

her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 

unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him 

a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the 

streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr 

and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that 

night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr 

does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her 

life. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA 

novel about one girl's struggle for justice. A very interesting story, following this young 

girl and the obstacles she faces. 

 

 

They Both Die at the End  

Adam Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without death and no love 

without loss in this devastating yet uplifting story about two people 

whose lives change over the course of one unforgettable day. 
 On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez 

and Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news: They’re going to die 

today. 
 Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re 

both looking to make a new friend on their End Day. The good news: 

There’s an app for that. It’s called the Last Friend, and through it, Rufus 

and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure—to live a 

lifetime in a single day. 



East of Eden by John Steinbeck 

“But the Hebrew word, the word timshel—‘Thou mayest’— that gives a 

choice. It might be the most important word in the world. That says the way 

is open. That throws it right back on a man. For if ‘Thou mayest’—it is also 

true that ‘Thou mayest not.” 

Set in the rich farmland of California’s Salinas Valley, this sprawling and 

often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks 

and the Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and 

Eve and the poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel. 
 

Adam Trask came to California from the East to farm and raise his family on 

the new rich land. But the birth of his twins, Cal and Aaron, brings his wife to 

the brink of madness, and Adam is left alone to raise his boys to manhood. 

One boy thrives nurtured by the love of all those around him; the other grows up in 

loneliness enveloped by a mysterious darkness.  

Many senior students will be familiar with Steinbeck from their junior cycle English 

course and this may be helpful in allowing some less confident readers to broach the 

genre of “classics” with a more modern and familiar tone.  

The themes of love, the dangers of its absence and identity are absolutely essential in 

underpinning the nature of humanity and this book presents them so poetically that it 

imparts lessons that will be carried with the reader years after its completion.  

 

Cat’s Eye by Margaret Atwood 

"You don't look back along time but down through it, like water. Sometimes 

this comes to the surface, sometimes that, sometimes nothing. Nothing goes 

away." 

 

Cat's Eye is the story of Elaine Risley, a controversial painter who 

returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, for a retrospective of her art. 

Engulfed by vivid images of the past, she reminisces about a trio of 

girls who initiated her into the fierce politics of childhood and its secret 

world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine must come to terms 

with her own identity as a daughter, a lover, and artist, and woman—

but above all she must seek release from her haunting memories. 

Disturbing, hilarious, and compassionate, Cat's Eye is a breathtaking 

novel of a woman grappling with the tangled knots of her life.  

This book is searingly relevant for any teenage girl who may be 

beginning to experience the complexities and cruelties of girlhood and 

adolescence. Atwood’s intriguing treatment of time and memory shown 

through the unusual structure of the novel seamlessly blends the 

childhood and adult psyche and perhaps, their often-overlooked 

similarities. Another theme that will speak to girls on the cusp of 

becoming young adults. 



A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder 

This story written by Holly Jackson, follows the journey of 

inquisitive Pippa. The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl 

Andie Bell was murdered by Sal Singh. The police know he did it. 

Everyone in town knows he did it. But having grown up in the 

same small town that was consumed by the murder, Pippa Fitz-

Amobi isn't so sure. When she chooses the case as the topic for her 

final year project, she starts to uncover secrets that someone in 

town desperately wants to stay hidden. And if the real killer is still 

out there, how far will they go to keep Pip from the truth? 

 

 

Autobiography of Red by Anne Carson 

“Spirit rules secretly alone the body achieves nothing 

Is something you know 

Instinctively at fourteen and can still remember even with hell in your head 

At sixteen” 

The award-winning poet Anne Carson reinvents a genre in 

Autobiography of Red, a stunning work that takes the form of a novel 

told in 48 works of verse, both an unconventional re-telling of an 

ancient Greek myth and a wholly original coming-of-age story set in 

the present. 
 

Geryon, a young boy who is also a winged red monster, reveals the 

volcanic terrain of his fragile, tormented soul in an autobiography he 

begins at the age of five. As he grows older, Geryon escapes his 

abusive brother and affectionate but ineffectual mother, finding 

solace behind the lens of his camera and in the arms of a young man 

named Herakles, a cavalier drifter who leaves him at the peak of 

infatuation. When Herakles reappears years later, Geryon confronts 

again the pain of his desire and embarks on a journey that will 

unleash his creative imagination to its fullest extent. By turns 

whimsical and haunting, erudite and accessible, richly layered and 

deceptively simple, Autobiography of Red is a profoundly moving 

portrait of an artist coming to terms with the fantastic accident of 

who he is. 

Autobiography of Red is a perfect read for teenagers with or without a great love of 

literature and language, as its plot and imagery is both instinctually appealing and 

complex enough to be picked through ceaselessly. 

 

Content warnings: sexual abuse 

 



The Outsider by Albert Camus 

“For the first time, in that night alive with signs and stars, I opened myself to 

the gentle indifference of the world. Finding it so much like myself—so like a 

brother really—I felt that I had been happy and that I was happy again.” 

 

Meursault will not conform. When his mother dies, he refuses to 

show his emotions simply to satisfy the expectations of others. And 

when he commits a random act of violence on a sun-drenched 

beach, his lack of remorse only compounds his guilt in the eyes of 

society and law. 
 

Albert Camus' portrayal of a man confronting the absurdity of 

human life became an absurdist classic. Yet it is also a book filled 

with quiet joy in the "tender indifference" of the physical world. 

A short and exceedingly readable novel that explains the absurdist 

philosophy of Albert Camus through a simple narrative, this book is 

a perfect introduction to philosophy.  

 

 

 

Ariel by Sylvia Plath 

“Out of the ash 

I rise with my red hair 

And I eat men like air” 

 

When Sylvia Plath died, she not only left behind a prolific life but also her 

unpublished literary masterpiece, Ariel. Her husband, Ted Hughes, 

brought the collection to life in 1966, and its publication garnered 

worldwide acclaim. This collection showcases the beloved poet’s brilliant, 

provoking, and always moving poems, including "Ariel" and once again 

shows why readers have fallen in love with her work throughout the 

generations. 

Another poet who teenagers will possibly be familiar with through 

coursework and one who continues to be consistently the most popular 

amongst students. Written at the height of her creativity as a poet, Plath 

tackles issues such as female identity so poignantly that this collection 

could not fail to feature on a list of ideal books for teenage girls.  

 

 



Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

“But I don't want comfort. I want God, I want poetry, I want real danger, I 

want freedom, I want goodness. I want sin.” 

 

Brave New World is a dystopian novel by English author Aldous Huxley, 

written in 1931 and published in 1932. Largely set in a futuristic World 

State, inhabited by genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based 

social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific advancements in 

reproductive technology, sleep-learning, psychological manipulation and 

classical conditioning that are combined to make a dystopian society 

which is challenged by only a single individual: the story's protagonist. 

This novel is an ideal follow up for teenagers who were enthralled by 

dystopian precursors such as “the Hunger Games”.  

 

 

The Midnight Club 

This thriller written by Christopher Pike follows a group of children interested in 

the paranormal. Rotterdam Home, a hospice where teenagers with terminal 

illnesses went to die, was home to the Midnight Club--a group of five young men 

and women who met at midnight and told stories of intrigue and horror. One 

night they made a pact that the first of them to die would make every effort to 

contact the others . . . from beyond the grave. 

 

 

 

 

Six of Crows 

Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be 

had for the right price–and no one knows that better than criminal prodigy 

Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at a deadly heist that could make 

him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he can’t pull it off alone… 

A convict with a thirst for revenge. 
A sharpshooter who can’t walk away from a wager. 
A runaway with a privileged past. 
A spy known as the Wraith. 
A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums. 
A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes. 

Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz’s crew is the only thing 

that might stand between the world and destruction—if they don’t kill 



each other first. This amazing New York Times winning adventure is written by Leigh 

Bardugo, and has many other accompanying novels to keep you busy! 

 

Heartstopper Series  

This gorgeous story of love, and discovering yourself, is written by Alice 

Oseman. Charlie, a highly-strung, openly gay over-thinker, and Nick, a 

cheerful, soft-hearted rugby player, meet at a British all-boys grammar 

school. Friendship blooms quickly, but could there be something more...? 
 

Charlie Spring is in Year 10 at Truham Grammar School for Boys. The past 

year hasn't been too great, but at least he's not being bullied anymore. Nick 

Nelson is in Year 11 and on the school rugby team. He's heard a little about 

Charlie - the kid who was outed last year and bullied for a few months - 

but he's never had the opportunity to talk to him. 
 

They quickly become friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even 

though he doesn't think he has a chance. But love works in surprising 

ways, and sometimes good things are waiting just around the corner...  

 

We Were Liars  

A beautiful and distinguished family. 
A private island. 

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. 

A revolution. An accident. A secret. 
Lies upon lies. 

True love. 
The truth. 

This book follows the story of Candace, and her journey of discovering 

secrets about not only the past of her family, but herself too. The book 

was written by the award-winning author: E. Lockhart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



White Teeth by Zadie Smith 

“Greeting cards routinely tell us everybody deserves love. No. 

Everybody deserves clean water. Not everybody deserves love all 

the time.” 

At the center of this invigorating novel are two unlikely friends, Archie 

Jones and Samad Iqbal. Hapless veterans of World War II, Archie and 

Samad and their families become agents of England’s irrevocable 

transformation. A second marriage to Clara Bowden, a beautiful, albeit 

tooth-challenged, Jamaican half his age, quite literally gives Archie a 

second lease on life, and produces Irie, a knowing child whose personality 

doesn’t quite match her name (Jamaican for “no problem”). Samad’s late-in-

life arranged marriage (he had to wait for his bride to be born), produces 

twin sons whose separate paths confound Iqbal’s every effort to direct them, 

and a renewed, if selective, submission to his Islamic faith. Set against 

London’s racial and cultural tapestry, venturing across the former empire and into the 

past as it barrels toward the future, White Teeth revels in the ecstatic hodgepodge of 

modern life, flirting with disaster, confounding expectations, and embracing the 

comedy of daily existence. 

Content warning: sexual content 

 

Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak 

“But life is never a material, a substance to be molded. If you want to know, 

life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and remaking 

and changing and transfiguring itself, it is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse 

theories about it.” 

 

This epic tale about the effects of the Russian Revolution and its 

aftermath on a bourgeois family was not published in the Soviet 

Union until 1987. One of the results of its publication in the West 

was Pasternak's complete rejection by Soviet authorities; when he 

was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958, he was 

compelled to decline it. The book quickly became an international 

best-seller. 
 

Dr. Yury Zhivago, Pasternak's alter ego, is a poet, philosopher, and 

physician whose life is disrupted by the war and by his love for 

Lara, the wife of a revolutionary. His artistic nature makes him 

vulnerable to the brutality and harshness of the Bolsheviks. The 

poems he writes constitute some of the most beautiful writing 

featured in the novel. 

This novel is slightly more challenging than most of the others on 

the list but is in my eyes, absolutely worth the reward of the 

beautiful prose within. The perfect gift for a marginally more 

experiencedf reader. 



 

The Falls by Joyce Carrol Oates 

“Yet The Falls exerted its malevolent spell, that never weakened” 

It is 1950 and, after a disastrous honeymoon night, Ariah Erskine's young 

husband throws himself into the roaring waters of Niagara Falls. Ariah, "the 

Widow Bride of the Falls," begins a relentless seven-day vigil in the mist, 

waiting for his body to be found. At her side is confirmed bachelor and 

pillar of the community Dirk Burnaby, who is unexpectedly drawn to this 

plain, strange woman. What follows is a passionate love affair, marriage, 

and family--a seemingly perfect existence. But the tragedy by which they 

were thrown together begins to shadow them, damaging their idyll with 

distrust, greed, and even murder. 

Content warning: sexual content 

 

Circe by Madeleine Miller 

“I had no right to claim him, I know it. But in a solitary life, there are rare 

moments when another when another soul dips near yours, as stars once a 

year brush the earth. Such a constellation was he to me.” 

 

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a 

daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child--neither powerful like 

her father nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the 

world of mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does 

possess power: the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals 

into monsters and menace the gods themselves. 
 

Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she 

hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts, and crosses paths with 

many of the most famous figures in all of mythology, including the 

Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous 

Medea, and, of course, wily Odysseus. 
 

But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, and Circe 

unwittingly draws the wrath of both men and gods, ultimately 

finding herself pitted against one of the most terrifying and vengeful 

of the Olympians. To protect what she loves most, Circe must 

summon all her strength and choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with the 

gods she is born from or with the mortals she has come to love.  

Another ideal read for teenagers who are themselves learning the struggle for their 

place in the world and their right to independence which is quite literally immortalized 

through the complex protagonist, Circe. 

Content warning: sexual assault 

 



Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of 

very curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss 

Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that 

mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our 

story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob 

journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers 

the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. As 

Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear 

that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been 

dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for 

good reason. And somehow-impossible though it seems-they may still 

be alive. A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage 

photography, Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children will delight 

adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in the shadows. A 

fabulous tale of mystery, told by Ransom Riggs. 

 

 

Moxie  

Moxie girls fight back! 
Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with her small-town Texas high school 

that thinks the football team can do no wrong. Fed up with sexist dress 

codes and hallway harassment. But most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with 

always following the rules. 
 Viv’s mom was a punk rock Riot Girl in the ’90s, so now Viv takes a 

page from her mother’s past and creates a feminist zine that she 

distributes anonymously to her classmates. She’s just blowing off steam, 

but other girls respond. Pretty soon Viv is forging friendships with other 

young women across the divides of cliques and popularity rankings, and 

she realizes that what she has started is nothing short of a girl 

revolution. A fantastic tale of feminism and friendship, written by 

Jennifer Mathieu. 

 

 

 

 

 


