
♥ CHRISTINA’S DIARY ♥ 

-WEEK 3- 

 

Salut, 

In November, we didn’t have school on Armistice Day which made it a three-day 

weekend, so most people left Nantes. I went to Saint-Brieuc in Brittany with my host 

family as they have relatives there. It was a three-hour drive. We ate a lot of crêpes 

and galettes. Galettes are very popular there because they originated in Brittany. We 

went for walks along the Côtes-d’Armor and around Saint-Brieuc during the 

weekend. It was very nice. 

Last week I visited the Christmas markets in Nantes which are extremely popular. 

There are two markets, one in la place Royale and the other in la place du Commerce 

in the city center of Nantes. In the market, all the stalls look like wooden cabins and 

there is a lot of variety between each shop. The jewelry, churros and spiced wine are 

the most popular stands. Each shop has a lot of character. The smell of the spiced 

wine in large pots and the waffles being made added to the Christmas atmosphere! 

The lowest temperature we’ve had today and at the weekend was -4°C. It is so cold 

when walking to school and when we have to go outside at break and lunchtime. It 

is the only thing people talk about. On Sunday it lightly snowed in the morning, but 

it is not meant to happen again sadly. 

There is only one other Irish person left who came for the year, but my French 

teacher (for non-native speakers) said there’s more coming in the new year.  

My music teacher keeps doing lessons on Ireland and I find it very entertaining. 

Three weeks ago, he asked for protest songs and an example he was given was 

‘Zombies’ by The Cranberries. He spent the whole class talking about the Troubles in 

Northern Ireland. Then in the next class he made people sing Zombie and explain 

the meaning of it. Last week we watched U2 perform Sunday Bloody Sunday and he 

gave us sheets about it and information on the Troubles. He doesn’t know that I am 

Irish, and I haven’t felt the need to add information because what he says is correct. 



Today we had our last class before Christmas so as part of it, people were made to 

do karaoke of “Les lacs du Connemara” which is a French song about Ireland.  

We finish school this Friday and I'm going back to Ireland on Saturday. We start back 

on the 4th of January. I'm excited for Christmas in Ireland and to go back home.  

 

Salut, 

Christina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


