
A week of work experience with An Garda Síochána. 

Report by Jessica Byrne.                            28th Nov-2nd December at Wexford Garda Station. 

 

I was one of six students who had the pleasure of attending a week of work experience with the 

gardaí. Six students from Loreto, Presentation, C.B.S, St. Peter’s College and Bridgetown 

Secondary school were invited to attend. On Monday morning, we arrived at the station, where 

we got a talk from Inspector Kavanagh. He outlined the main things that the gardaí do. He told 

us about the ranks in the job and how we would be getting lots of interesting talks from people 

working for the gardaí throughout the week! 

We were introduced to the people who would be dealing with us the most that week. These 

two people were Garda Anne Quirke and Garda Riche Murray. They talked about the role they 

play in the job, as they are part of the Community Policing unit. We also got a tour of Wexford 

Garda Station, where many work and we even got to see the cells too. We met some guards 

while walking around, who were all very friendly and we got to ask any questions we had along 

the way.  

After lunch we got to go to the forensic lab to talk to those working in that area of the job. They 

spoke of how they manage serious situations they are called to, when evidence needs to be 

taken from crime/robbery scenes. It was all very interesting! 

For day 2 we met Sergent John Maher from the detective branch. He talked to us about the 

drug unit. We realised how many different units had to come together and work very hard to 

solve cases, such as the trained dog unit, the drug unit and the armed support unit all working 

together in some cases. We then met the Armed Support, led by Garda Alan Golden, who 

showed us all their guns and we got to look inside the garda cars too. After lunch, we got a 

traffic presentation from Garda Ronan Swan. We got to see the devices used to catch people 

speeding on the roads and we learned some things to do to be safer on the roads, to protect 

ourselves and others.  

On day 3 we got to meet Janet Walsh, a Computer Crime Analyst. She deals with and 

investigates serious crimes committed online, using some advanced technology. I found this 

particularly interesting. Many of her cases deal with young people sending inappropriate 

images or texts, others getting themselves into trouble with online bullying or scam 

emails/texts, along with more. At the end of the day, we got to meet Garda Tom O’Leary, who 

is part of the Serious Crime Investigation team. This is the team that would deal mainly with 

murders.  This too was very interesting. 

 

 



 

 

Day 4 was an eventful one. To start off the day, we got to learn about public order and all the 

equipment used, such as pepper spray and batons. We got to hold and use the batons under 

the watchful eye of the gardaí, who held up the pads for us. We also got to try on all the heavy, 

protective gear that unit uses in the case of a serious emergency, like bulletproof vests, shields, 

and helmets. In the afternoon, we got a talk on road safety, and we were told what can happen 

in the case of crashes on Irish roads and how they are trained to deal with them. 

 

On the last day, we met in Wexford Court. We got a tour, and even got down to the cells and 

into the courtrooms. We met the court presenter, judge and the barrister. There was no court 

case on that day, so we decided to create our own. We came up with a case and the gardaí told 

us how they go about solving cases. We got our lunch break and walked back to the garda 

station for the final talk of the week, by Garda Alan Byrne, the J.L.O Officer. He deals with 

crimes committed by young people under the age of 18.  

 

I found the week of work experience very enjoyable and beneficial. It gave a really good insight 

into the work of An Garda Síochána. Everyone felt very comfortable talking to all of them, and 

most importantly the Gardaí were there to help us. We all knew that it wouldn’t stop when we 

walked out the door.  


