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This year the TY students of Loreto had the educational opportunity of tutoring first year students 

through the paired reading program upheld by Mrs. Jordan.  

This program aims to encourage young students to read more, to grow in confidence and to 

undeniably reignite the love for literature which has faded in recent years due to the rise of social 

media. Literature, and its authors, deserves the notoriety it has grown so vastly to receive and those 

that haven’t been granted a proper chance to engage with the vast variety of views, ideas, stories 

and possibilities shared amongst this community also deserve the chance to enjoy the works loved 

by many a reader, without the pressures they face by educational curriculums to read (most often 

without personal joy) as of recently. In my experience, I always felt that my love of reading 

decreased with each interesting yet highly burdening book I had to read for my curriculum that 

would bore me through its lengthy periods. While my love of books hasn’t fizzled away just yet, I 

feel that had I not had the push to continue reading from friends and family, I would have 

abandoned it a long time ago. So, when I heard of this paired reading program I felt an innate sense 

of direction towards it, I wanted to help these students recognize their own love for reading that 

may have been stunted by external sources. I wanted to do my part to help them grow their 

identities and to craft their own opinions through literature! And, while I can’t speak for the 

students my friends and I tutored, I can speak for myself when I say that I really enjoyed this! It was 

fun reading with someone, seeing their face light up with each page we turned and it was almost 

fulfilling in a way, seeing these students grow from when I first met them as people who weren’t as 

respectably interested in literature, to people that I hope now better appreciate forms of literature, 

and have been encouraged to continue with a habit of reading! 

At the start of the program, the TY students were granted useful training to be adept at their job, 

they were taught important dos and don’ts of tutoring in general, and learned how to foster growth 

through empowerment, encouragement and positivity. While no amount of training can substitute 

for the actual experience, it did help by showing the girls a preview of what their tutoring would 

look like and concluded to be helpful throughout the weeks of reading. 

At the end of this program the first years and TY students were rewarded for their hard work and 

determination with a well-deserved party! The fun celebration was filled with a multitude of sweets 

and happy smiles, with some extra goodie bags for the first years. 



To get some perspective on the program, I asked one of the first-year students involved with paired 

reading, Olivia Byrne, on how she felt about the program itself. 

 

“I really enjoyed paired reading, I met a lot of new people and I really enjoyed reading with 

everyone. I can’t wait to get back and read more!” 

 

I also asked Amy Hanton, one of the TYs involved as a tutor, how she felt about the experience 

itself. 

 

“I really enjoyed this experience and found it to be really valuable. I personally have had a huge love 

of reading all my life, and I really enjoyed encouraging another person to give reading a go and try a 

book that they might not have otherwise considered. I think this program is a great way to motivate 

people to read a little more and to see the happiness reading can bring them. It was a really fun and 

rewarding program, and I am so glad I had the opportunity to be a tutor.” 

 

All-in-all this program was inspiring and useful, not only to the first years, but to the TY students 

who had the pleasure of working and reading with these students. I want to dedicate a warm thank 

you to Mrs. Jordan, the fourth years, and, of course to the first-year students involved in this 

program, you all have been nothing short of amazing! 

 

 

 



 

 


