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On the first of December, fourth year students had the opportunity to join a 
live UCD event, showcasing its physics content for TY students interested in 
the variety of topics it poses. Students were to sign up and join the event 
through zoom at 10 am and availed of all the interesting speakers that 
presented their research. 

At the start of the meeting, we met two people who we would come to know 
throughout the day, these people were Dr. Antonio Martin-Carrilo and Amy 
Barter. Dr. Carrilo led the discussions and the call itself, with a sufficient 
amount of help from one of his student assistants, Amy Barter. Without these 
two people, the day wouldn’t have been able to go on and they were both 
incredibly insightful and educated role models for students! 

After a 20-minute introduction into the virtual meeting and what it would 
entail, the first guest speaker of the day appeared. His name was Dr. Steve 
Campbell and he was a theoretical physicist who presented his PowerPoint 
titled ‘Riding the quantum wave’, which spoke of quantum waves and the 
theory behind it. The session lasted for twenty minutes and ended with an 
interactive QnA where Dr. Campbell was asked about his presentation and his 
experience with physics as a whole. The lesson was incredibly interesting and 
gave an insight into what theoretical physics actually was. This same layout 
persisted for most of the lessons following, with different guest speakers who 
spoke about different areas of physics. 

These speakers and their lessons included: 

• ‘Creating tiny fireballs to make invisible rainbows’ by Dr. Elgiva White on 
experimental physics 

• ‘Science in astrophotography’ by Dr. Carrilo on astrophysics 



• ‘Let it glow, let it glow, let it glow!’ by Niamh McArdle on medical 
physics  

• ‘Eirsat-1 and beyond: Ireland’s first satellite and what comes next’ by 
Caimin McKenna on space science 

All of the presentations shown were very entertaining, and each lesson had its 
own sense of charm. My favorite lesson stands to be ‘Let it glow, let it glow, let 
it glow!’ though that’s just due to personal bias! Every session was fantastic 
and educated TY students on everything involved in physics!  

I'm indescribably lucky to have had the chance to attend this event, and I 
thank everyone involved in the making of this 1 hour and 20-minute meeting! 
Any students interested in science, or more specifically physics, are sure to 
benefit from this type of event and I highly encourage them to check out such 
virtual resources. 

 

 



 


